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Chapter 5: End state 2030
•
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•

•
•

•
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By 2030 – An environmentally sustainable society, expanded low-carbon economy and
reduced emissions
South Africa has reduced poverty and unemployment to socially sustainable levels, as
emissions reach a plateau.
Thriving rural communities are providing an economic and social base for a significant
number of people.
Urban development is more compact and energy efficient.
Growing public awareness of the consequences of climate change and unconstrained
consumption of our natural resources leads to a refocusing of political priorities towards the
protection and rehabilitation of the region’s natural assets.
Investment in low-carbon and climate-resilient infrastructure has enabled South Africa to
export and profit from its technologies and skills, and benefit sectors that deliver enhanced
energy, food and water security, new high-quality job opportunities, and improved quality
of life.
The state is well capacitated and comfortably manages its policy, regulatory and support
functions.
The transition has been aligned with South Africa’s efforts to address poverty and
inequality.
The benefits of building resilience are evident in the strides towards a flourishing and
prosperous nation. Various incentive frameworks and a suite of comprehensive carbonpricing policies have catalysed high levels of private investment in mitigation and adaptation
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activities, and generated public resources for reducing emissions.
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Some unresolved issues
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Transition costs – how much, who pays, who bears the costs
Role of energy efficiency – ambition, scale, instruments
Energy Mix - Role of coal, nuclear, gas in the transition
How to build resilience – communities, economic sectors, eg.
Drought and other extreme weather events
How do we maximise job creation and how do we deal with job
losses?
Types of incentives
When, where and how do you cushion the poor?
When, where and how do we cushion “losing” sectors?
How do we deal with Trade offs, lock-ins and sunken costs
Shape and structure of the energy industry
Competitiveness – short term versus long term
Restructured Economy?
Development model?
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Chapter 5 in the NDP was a high level first round of recommendations – peg
in the ground
Phase 2 of the work will now commence. This will be a year long Initiative
bringing together a group of social partners and experts at a high level for
a series of dialogues on which is the best Pathway for a Just Transition. A
series of wider stakeholder engagement will also be convened.
Aim to develop consensus on a vision for 2050 and plot the different paths
to transition to low carbon society that also addresses the triple challenge of
reducing poverty & inequality and creating jobs

Potential to use this consensus as basis for a social compact in the country
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a low-carbon economy is complex
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