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Excellencies, Councillors, Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentleman.

This conference comes at a time when the country has just completed the Integrated Energy Plan and we are finalizing the Renewable Energy Strategy. Your conference must help build consensus on how we can effectively use energy as a tool to achieve Sustainable Development and meeting the Millennium Development Goals on poverty eradication.

By acting now and jointly we can create energy systems that lead to a more equitable, environmentally sound and economically viable world. 

The Energy Sector is very important for Sustainable Development; it will help us accelerate the achievement of Agenda 21 and particularly Local Agenda 21. The Importance of Energy as an integral part of sustainable development was highlighted during the 9th Session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD 9), this was further emphasised during the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (WSSD outcomes) was particularly important as it created a link between energy and the Millinium Development Goals. The Section on Poverty Eradication, paragraph 9 concludes by acknowledging that; “Access to Energy Facilitates the Eradication of Poverty”

We see the local authorities and local governments as important role players in energy sector policy development. These structures of government are pillars of service delivery, including energy services. 

Local development policies, in our case the Integrated development Plans (IDPs), should as a matter of principle help address the most pressing energy question on this century, increasing access to energy for the 2 billion people who still lack access to energy, help increase affordability of energy services, reliability, increase availability and the diversification of energy sources.

These policies should promote and support the development and implementation of clean energy technologies and energy efficiency technologies and practices. 

Renewable energy sources will assist in not only increasing access to energy but will also help us meet that challenge, in an environmentally friendly and responsible manner. In South Africa, which is so reliant on depletable fossil fuels for its primary energy needs (Coal 75% and Crude 12%), the development of these technologies need to be accelerated. 

Our development of these technologies will and must contribute to local economic development and create jobs for the recipient communities and local citizens.

Energy Efficiency policies must also be promoted and implemented. We need local governments to build energy efficiency houses and council chambers. I think the lead created by the Potchefstroom City Council, the Johannesburg Metro Council, Cape Town to mention but a few, need to be followed. 

We need local government to be involved in promoting Energy Efficiency practises and technologies. Energy Efficiency will help in increasing energy resources affordability, reduce energy costs and contribute to energy conservation, this practice can be implemented at minimal costs and its results are usually tremendous. The results achieved by the DME during the implementation of the energy efficiency project are there for anyone to see.

In the first six months of this year DME has paid R400.000 on electricity bills that for the same period last year. This project was implemented at the costs of R600.000, from the savings achieved it is clear that the payback is less than one year.  

We need concerted and deliberate policies to ensure the development of energy efficiency standards for low costs houses (RDP houses). These standards and policies need to be developed as soon as possible, I am aware that there is work going-on between DME and Dept of Housing, but I am sure we need to accelerate this process. We cannot continue building so many inefficient houses this is clearly an opportunity we must take with both hands. We are working with the National Standards body the SABS to develop energy efficiency labels and standards for energy consuming household appliances, combining these policies will surely help households in reducing their energy bills and promote affordability. 

Local government is central in the implementation and rolling out of this energy efficiency practice and policy, household energy efficiency projects and development of standards thereof, will benefit tremendously from the active participation and involvement of local authorities.

The Department of Minerals and Energy will support efforts and local government initiatives on the Energy. There are on going discussions and efforts to link and support the development of the Energy policy of the South African Local Government Association’s (SALGA). 

We need to develop and employ joint clean energy projects that will help mitigate the negative impact of energy use on the environment and human health. The poor in our communities still bear the brunt of health problems associated with energy use and consumption. Paraffin poisoning and burning, respiratory ailments due to continued exposure to air pollution, continued exposure to dangerous areas in search for energy sources such as fuel wood.

This City Energy Strategy Conference I have been informed has helped in mobilizing a number of key energy sector stakeholders. Consultations and participation of major groups, NGOs, Business and labour is important and will assist in speeding the delivery of services including energy service and energy projects.

The Kyoto Mechanism, mainly the Clean Development Mechanisms, will help local authorities invest in important energy developmental projects. This mechanism will help diversification of energy sources, the development of new energy sources and technologies. The development of Durban landfill gas, with investments from the World Bank (Prototype carbon fund) is a classical example.

You will recall that during the world summit, a number of energy partnerships were launched. Some of these partnerships are geared towards building capacity and transfer skills. It will be important for the local authorities to link and engage with some of these partnerships.

To the international guests, speakers and contributors to this conference your support is highly valued. We are certain that through your support and partnership with the local authorities, we will be able to address the most pressing energy challenge of this millennium; that of; “Increasing access to the 2 billion people without access to modern energy services” all of whom are local citizens and responsibilities of the local authorities.

Key areas of co-operation on energy with local government:

· General implementation of White Paper on Renewable Energy

· Implementation of the WSSD resolution

· Implementation of the City Energy Strategies Conference resolutions

· Promotion of Integrated Energy Centres in poor communities

· Increasing installed capacity of Green Energy to exceed our 4% target in 2013

· Optimum use of Clean Development Mechanisms

· Enforcing the ‘polluter pays’ principle

· A citizen’s clean and efficient energy plan

· Growing Green Sustainable Energy market in all stratas of society, with a manufacturing capacity and

· By laws and actions within the municipalities including Town Planning
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