Speech by Flores

1. I want to thank Nancy Skinner and Gertrude Ngenda for their invitation to participate in this event. Also, I want to thank the staff of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives for all the assistance provided to make possible my presence here. 

2. Mexico City is formed by the Distrito Federal and some counties that belong to the State of Mexico. 

2.1 I work for the Distrito Federal Government, however, the problems I will speak of have metropolitan magnitude.

2.2  The MCMA is 2220 meters above sea level and is inhabited by 18 million people

2.3  Only 50% live in the DF

3. LEER DIAPOSITIVA

4. This is the CO2 emission scenario, divided in sectors. As you can see, the transport sector emits more than a half of the total GHG, followed by industry, which is why some industries have been sent to other cities in Mexico.

5. Also, the transport sector is expected to have the greatest increase rate regarding CO2 emissions. 

5.1 Right now, it is accountable for more than 20 million tons of CO2 emitted per year.

5.2 Thus, the transport sector poses an environmental problem, both present and future. That is why the City's Government is acting towards an improvement in the performance of the transport sector.

6. The vehicle fleet in the MCMA is more than 3.2 million vehicles, of which 2.3 million are private cars that transport only 15% of the population. Only 4.2% of the vehicles are employed for public transportation. The other vehicles are motorcycles, trucks and others.

7. These vehicles run on 9 thousand km of roads, that are composed as follows.

7.1 Transit is a serious problem, most  primary roads show speeds under 30 km/hr. Periférico and Viaducto which are freeways show speeds under 20 km/hr at rush hours.

8. Mobility in the MCMA is increasing, as shown by origin-destination surveys. Also, the routes change and mobility demand increases more outside the DF.

8.1 Currently a new survey is being prepared. The estimated number of trips expected is more than 20 million per day. 

9. LEER DIAPOSITIVA

9.1 While public transportation moves 85% of the population, it is regarded as a very unattractive option.

10. LEER DIAPOSITIVA

11.  To improve transport, the Government is giving maintenance to streets and transit infrastructure, such as traffic lights and signs. Several crossings have been modified to use "English Turns".

12.  The Government is also building two transit distributors that are used to connect mayor avenues and freeways in an efficient manner. These are intended to increase speed.

13.  The initiatives I just explained are addressed more at private transportation. However, the Government realizes that improvements must be aimed at public transportation to achieve a real change.

14.  Since the year 2000, a vehicle substitution program has been employed to achieve a technological leap in public transportation. Most of the vehicles are 15 or more years old and do not have an emissions control system. Also, they are two small, so a large number is need to provide the demanded mobility.

14.1 Through the program, new vehicles are being introduced that are low polluting and high capacity.

15.  The old vehicles are being scrapped to prevent them to continue on the streets. It is expected that 28,000  microbuses will be scrapped by 2006.

16.  Also, the Metro system is being improved. This is the main means of transportation of more than 1.5 million people. Security has been increased in stations by introducing surveillance cameras and special cars for women and children only. Also, trains are receiving maintenance to ensure proper performance.

17.  While all these action do improve public transportation, the real change will result from the reorganization of surface transportation. This will be achieved by the introduction of Strategic Transport Corridors.

17.1 Corridors consist of confined lanes for the exclusive use of public transportation. The buses that run in these lanes make stops only at designated stations. Riding of the corridors will be integrated to the Metro system, so a single ticket will allow access to both systems

18.  LEE DIAPOSITIVA

19.  Currently, low capacity modes of transport are the main option. Through the introduction of corridors a modal shift is expected to take place. The most important is to change the people's perception in public transport, as well as providing attractive options.

20.  LEER DIAPOSITIVA

